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REL 100: Introduction to the Study of Religion 
Dr. Rebecca Barrett-Fox 

rbarrettfox@astate.edu/ (870) 872-3262 

Office hours M 8:30-10:30, WT 3-5, Th 9-1, and by appointment 

Office: 213 ISC 

 

Textbook and Materials 

Russell Jacoby. Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present. New 

York: Free Press, 2011. 

Mark Juergensmeyer. Princeton Readings in Religion & Violence. Princeton, NJ: Princeton, 

2011. 

Malory Nye. Religion: The Basics, 2nd ed. NY: Routledge, 2008.  

An e-subscription (free) to Religion Dispatches and The Immanent Frame 

Access to Microsoft Office 

Facility with Blackboard (Bb) and the college’s online library databases 

 

Catalog Description 

An examination of the role of religion in society and culture across time and place 

 

Purpose and Goals/Learning Outcomes 

While you will learn many facts about  major (and minor) world religions in this course, the 

larger goal is for you to learn the contours of the majors debates about religion, how those 

debates have played out across history, and how various agents have engaged them. These 

debates include: 

 What is religion? Who says? 

 Who is religious? Who says? 

 How do we measure religion? How does how we chose to measure religion change what 

we measure? 

 Where did religion come from? 

 How are religions alike? How are they different? 

 What is the psychological function of religion? The social function? The political 

function?  

 What does religion do in the lives of real people?  

 

Students who are successful in this class will be able to demonstrate their learning in the 

following ways: 

 Reading journals (20% of grade): We will read some challenging content this semester. 

Your reading journal is your opportunity to wrestle with the content prior to your arrival 

in class so that you are prepared to make meaningful contributions to the course. Your 

journal may take many forms, but you need to write 250 words or more for each reading 

assignment. Samples are available on Bb, and I am happy to read your journal prior to 

submission and offer feedback. Journal entries are due at the start of class every day. We 

will select some of the readings—those from Juergensmeyer’s book—as a class.  

 Essay exams (20% of grade): You will complete an in-class essay exam three times this 

semester. You will chose from 1 question from a list of 4 for your essay. Essay exams are 
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open notes, open book, so I encourage you to take good notes as you read and as you 

engage in class. Exam dates: September 25, October 23, November 30. 

 Class common book (20% of grade): You will make a weekly contribution to a class 

common book of found religious culture. This book will be comprised of examples of 

religion that you have found out in the real world, including, for example, tracts, bumper 

stickers, flyers, photographs, and news clippings. Your contribution, along with a typed 

25-50 word comment on it, is due at the start of class each Friday. Three times this 

semester, you will be asked to provide an informal presentation (under 2 minutes) on 

your contribution. Your presentation date will not be announced in advanced, so be 

prepared to speak each week. 

 Violence and Religion Project (20% of grade): We are creating a digital encyclopedia on 

religion and violence. As a class, we will generate a list of entries, and each person in the 

class will select one. Over the course of the semester, you will research your entry, 

submitting your work in stages (a bibliography, due via Bb October 1, notes over your 

readings due via Bb November 1, and a 800-1200 word encyclopedia article with at least 

4 hyperlinks in it to primary or secondary source material, and an illustration, both due on 

the final day of class) so that, by the end of the course, we will have created an online 

resource that the public can use in understanding religion and violence. Topics might 

include religion and child abuse, clergy sexual abuse, ritualized violence, slow violence, 

religion and genocide, religious resistance to violence, religious pacifisms, and more.   

 

Reading schedule 

Week 1: Nye Chapter 1 

Week 2: Nye Chapters 2 and 3 

Week 3: Nye Chapters 4 and 5 

Week 4: Nye Chapters 6 and 7 

Week 5: Nye Chapter 8 

Week 6: Juergensmeyer TBA 

Week 7: Juergensmeyer TBA 

Week 8: Juergensmeyer TBA 

Week 9: Juergensmeyer TBA 

Week 10: Juergensmeyer TBA 

Week 11: Juergensmeyer TBA 

Week 12: Jacoby, Chapter 1 

Week 13: Jacoby, Chapter 2 

Week 14: Jacoby, Chapter 3 

Week 15: Jacoby, Chapter 4 
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Policies 

Technology in class:  Unless you have express permission to have your cell phone available, 

your cell phone must be turned OFF (not merely on silence) and fully stowed in your bag; it 

should not be on your desk or hand at any time. You may not use any tablets or laptops in this 

class without express permission from me.  

 

Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities or challenges that create a barrier to success 

in this class and who need accommodation in order to succeed in the course should contact me 

promptly. Confidentiality will be maintained, and every reasonable effort will be made to meet 

student needs.  Any student requiring accommodation must be registered with ASU’s Office of 

Disability Services, 972 3964.   

 

Inclement Weather Policy: Information on campus closure can be found on the ASU web page, 

KASU, and local radio and television stations.  If inclement weather prevents you from coming 

to campus and campus is not closed, the attendance policy as outlined below is in effect.  

 

Academic Misconduct Policy:  

Cheating, including plagiarism, is an act of dishonesty with the intention of obtaining and/or 

using information in a fraudulent manner. Plagiarism is a serious offense against academic 

integrity usually involves passing off the work, words, or ideas of others as your own without 

giving proper credit.  If you have questions about what constitutes cheating, including, 

plagiarism, you should ask me. Remember these two rules to avoid an accusation of cheating: 1) 

When it doubt, cite.  2) Don’t collaborate if it could be interpreted as cheating.  

 

For further information, including specifics about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, see 

ASU’s Academic Integrity Policy at http://studentconduct.astate.edu/AcademicIntegrity.html.   

 

All accusations of student cheating will be shared with the student’s advisor and, if needed, 

coach, as well as the department chair and dean of the college.  Students accused of cheating will 

meet with me to discuss the matter. Students found guilty of cheating will face penalties ranging 

from failure on the assignment to expulsion from the university. Please note that I press the 

matter of cheating as far as it can go and always urge the harshest possible penalty.  

 

Attendance:  For each absence after the sixth, students’ final grade will be reduced by half a 

letter grade.   Absences are neither excused nor unexcused, so you do not need to explain to me 

why you are not in class. However, absences related to university-sanctioned events (such as 

athletic events) do not count toward student absences. Students who miss class due to a 

university-sanctioned event are responsible for alerting me to the reason of the absence prior to 

their absence and via email.  Absences for religious reasons do not count toward the student 

absences, but, again, you must notify me in advance. 

 

Whatever the reason for an absence, any work due in class that day must be turned in via 

Blackboard prior to the start of the class session. Work that is completed in class for a grade 

cannot be made up except in the case of university-sanctioned absences.    
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If you are unfortunate enough to find yourself afflicted with a serious, long-term illness that may 

prevent you from coming to class for more than one session in a row, please let me know 

promptly so we can insure that you do not fall behind in class.  

 

If you are absent, do not contact me to ask “What did I miss?” (or, worse, “Did we do anything 

in class?”) You are responsible for contacting a peer in the class to acquire notes and to learn 

what you missed, including any updates to the syllabus. I am happy to discuss any specific 

questions you have about what you missed (either in my office or via email). 

 

Late Work: I do not accept late work. Work is due at the moment I ask you to turn it in (generally 

at the start of class).   

 

Extensions: If you anticipate being unable to complete an assignment prior to its due date, 

contact me via email at least 24 hours before it is due.  In the subject line, write “Request for an 

extension on _________________” and describe the assignment.  Extensions are not guaranteed, 

and multiple requests for extensions are likely to be denied.  

 

 


