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Books: 

 Catherine Kohler Riessman, Narrative Methods for the Human Sciences. Thousand Oaks, 

CA: Sage, 2007. 

 Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous People, 

2
nd

 edition. London: Zed Books, 2012. 

 Joey Sprague, Feminist Methodologies for Critical Researchers: Bridging Differences, 

2
nd

 edition, forthcoming. 

Articles and chapters: 

 Regina Bendix, “The Pleasures of the Ear: Toward an Ethnography of Listening,” 

Cultural Analysis 1 (2000): 33-50. 

 Devon W. Carbado and Daria Roithmayr, “Critical Race Theory Meets Social Science,” 

Annual Review of Law and Social Science (2014), 149-167. 

 Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,” in The 

Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic Books, 1973), 1-30.  

 Richard P. Horowitz, “Teaching about Method,” American Studies 31, no. 1 (1990): 101-

116.   

 Daniel Solorzano and Tara Yosso (2002). “Critical Race Methodology: 

Counterstorytelling as an Analytical Framework for Educational Research,” Qualitative 

Inquiry 8 no. 1 (2002): 23-44. 

 Sherrie Tucker, “When Subjects Don’t Come Out,” in Queer Episodes in Music and 

Modern Identity, ed. Sophie Fuller and Lloyd Whitesell (Champaign: University of 

Illinois Press, 2002), 293-310. 

Access to Microsoft Office 

Facility with Blackboard (Bb) and the university’s online library databases 

 

Purpose and Goals/Learning Outcomes 

Catalog Course Description:  Overview, critique, and application of major research methods 

used in the critical study of American culture, particularly critical race approaches, feminist 

approaches, interviewing, and ethnography 

 

Purpose, Goals, and Assignments:  The purpose of this class is to teach you how to recognize 

and use research methods. The course goals are for you to be able to identify which methods are 

being used by researchers, to critique those methods, to apply research methods to your own 

work, and—if we’re doing really outstanding work in this class—to develop new research 

methods. I will know if you achieved these goals if you are able to successfully demonstrate the 

following Student Learning Outcomes in the following ways:  

 Completion of CITI online ethics training. Due to Bb by September 15. (5% of grade) 

mailto:rbarrettfox@astate.edu


 Engage the assigned readings (which are challenging) in reading journal entries that are 

both analytical and reflective (25% of grade) 

o Reading journals entries are due on Bb by the start of class each day.  

o Reading journals entries should always include your name and a Chicago-style 

citation to the source. 

o Reading journal entries include two parts. On the left side of the page, write at 

least 250 words in of analytic notes. These notes should demonstrate that you 

have thoroughly read all of the assigned readings. The notes may take any form 

that is useful to you (Roman numerals, graphic organizers, timelines, bullet 

points, etc.), provided that they demonstrate an effort to engage the material and 

citations to all statistics, direct quotations, or paraphrases. The right hand side of 

the page should include at least 100 words of reflection, including questions.  

o A sample reading journal entry is available on Bb. Additionally, you may submit 

your first entry to me via email 24 hours prior to the due date for comments to 

help you revise your assignment before it is graded.  

 Write an annotated bibliography of at least 8 peer-reviewed journal articles related to a 

topic of interest to you related to a current or future research project (20% of grade) 

o You will select a topic for your annotated bibliography after conferencing with 

me. Conferences will be held the week of October 1.  We will have a mini-

workshop over topics as well as a library research orientation October 5. 

o You will post your bibliography topic to Bb’s discussion board by October 7. 

o You will submit a tentative bibliography to Bb by October 15. This bibliography 

must include at least 15 peer-reviewed sources and should be formatted according 

to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS). A sample is available on Bb, as is a 

tutorial reviewing library research strategies and CMS citation.  

o You will submit notes on 8 of your peer-reviewed sources, using the reading 

journal entry format, by November 10. A sample of notes is available on Bb.  

o You will submit an annotation of one of your 8 sources to Bb by November 12. I 

will provide feedback to you on this assignment by November 15. A sample 

annotation is available on Bb.  

o You will submit annotations to each of your sources to Bb by November 30. 

These annotations will focus on the research methods employed in the scholarship 

you are reading.  

 Conduct and transcribe an interview related to the topic in your annotated bibliography 

for inclusion in an online archive created by the class (20% of course grade); I will 

digitize the class’ interviews into an online archive available after December 5.  

o Write a 1 paragraph biographical statement about your interviewee and post to Bb 

by October 10. The statement should focus on the contributions that this person 

can make to your understanding of your topic. A sample is available on Bb. 

o Submit ten potential interview questions to Bb by October 15. 

o Submit a video or audio recording of your interview to Bb by October 30. 

o Submit a transcription of at least 30 minutes of your interview by November 15. 

o Submit a headnote for your interview by November 30. A sample is on Bb.  

 Write a research proposal for original research you are currently conducting or hope to 

conduct. (Consider using this to prepare for an independent study, an internship, or an 



honors thesis.) It will take as its focus the same topic as your annotated bibliography. 

(30% of grade) 

o Formulate a set of closely related researchable questions and post to Bb by 

October 15. Bring a printed copy to class for a workshop.  

o Post a first draft of a research proposal to Bb by November 16. Bring two copies 

to class for a workshop.  

o Post a revised draft, with annotations, to Bb’s submission site and to Discussion 

Board by November 30.  

o Provide feedback, using the rubric available on Bb, to two classmates’ proposals 

by December 3. 

o Final draft and IRB application (if working with human subjects) due online by 

December 10.  

 


